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writer’s foreword:

Having had an great time adapting (and directing)
Tartuffe, with Clive Moffatt’s Nomadic Theatre, over a
decade ago, I always wanted to follow up by writing a
version of Moliere’s The Misanthrope. Early stabs at
doing this as a sixty-minute play, first focusing on the
phone hacking scandal, and then the Swinging Sixties,
didn’t feel quite right. However, when I decided to shift
the time and location to the Arab Spring of 2011, and
expand the length slightly, it all clicked. After
working with Angelika on a virtual performance
produced by Tower during lockdown, it has been
amazing to have it properly staged, with her at the
helm. Big thanks to Angelika, Jennie and Carmen, as well
as the cast and the crew, and especially KDC Theatre
for having the confidence to believe in our vision –
your support has been brilliant.

Matthew Partridge

The director writes:

Why did I want to do this play? Well, wasn't Molière the
very biggest German playwright that ever lived?! For me,
born in Munich, this was a no-brainer! And my favourite
moment? Every single rehearsal! Never has a cast made
me laugh as much as this one! 

Angelika Michitsch



8

THE MISANTHROPE

based on the play by Molière
adapted by Matthew Partridge

Cast:
Kristen: Nelena Paparisva

Oronte: Ben Anadolu
Alex West: Jack Curtin

Lauren: Anya Smith-Roman
Celine: Katie Francis

Gregory: Randy Brown
Ben: Marshall Camden

Joan: Harleen Bahra

CREATIVE TEAM:
Director & Set Design: Angelika Michitsch

Assistant director: Matthew Partridge
Sound/Light: Jennie Foot

Costume: Carmen Otero Loira
Fight instructors: Lindsay Royan, Richard

Kirby
Additional production support: Wendy

Parry, Azul Alysum
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- What if honesty makes you the odd one out?
- What if power goes to one, and not the people?
- And what if reason plays no part…
- In deciding matters of the heart?

Corruption, intrigue, deception and hope.

Forget love triangles – this frisky play relates an
octagon of tangled romantic interests, mingled
with corruption and mangled by characters
with one aim: to get what they want, no matter
the cost.

Amidst all this, will Alex West, a truth-telling
journalist, be able to stick to his moralistic views?
Will Oronte, his rival for Celine’s affection and
petty politician extraordinaire, be able to climb
to the top?

What happens when the person we desire is the
person we most dislike?

Set in a seedy cocktail bar in politically ravaged
‘Maghrebia’, this modern adaptation of Molière’s
classic is a comedy as dark as Oronte’s shades.
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Nelena
Paparisva

Ben
Anadolu

Jack
Curtin

Anya
Smith-Roman

Nelena is a Greek Cypriot singer and actress who
begun perfoming in Cyprus at the age of 12. Career
highlights include reaching the Eurovision finals, as
well as writing two plays produced by Cyprus’
National Theatre. She currently sings at a number of
London’s music venues and most recently appeared in
KDC’s production of “Goats” at Baron’s Theatre in
2024. Outside of the arts, Nelena is mum to 2 fluffy
cats, and is a former police officer!

This is Jack’s fourth show with KDC - previously seen in ‘X’
by Alistair McDowell, ‘W;t’ by Margaret Edson, and
‘Speaking in Tongues’ by Andrew Bovell.
He is delighted to be part of this production, staging a
brand-new adaptation of a truly classic piece of
theatre. he was President of UCL’s Drama Society. He also
directed a production of Simon Stephens’ “Birdland”.
Subsequently, he attended the Middleweek Newton
Actor’s Academy. He currently works as an Assistant
Editor for Bloomsbury Publishing.

Anya is delighted to be part of her first production with
KDC TheatrE. Previous credits include “Treasure Island”
(Imperial Drama Society), “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” (DramaTech), “The 39 Steps” (MV AllStars),
and “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” (Oglethorpe Shakespeare
Company). Anya recently relocated to London from
Atlanta and is currently pursuing an MEd in Creative
Education at the Royal College of Art. She thanks her
family and friends for their continued support.

Ben Anadolu is a long-standing member of KDC (since
1996). He’s delighted to be back in the fold and very
excited to be working with this cast & crew;a
dream come true.
While keeping a part time day-job, he’ss very much into
writing, directing and acting in plays.
He looks forward to working with KDC in the years to
come.

Cast:
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Katie
Francis

Marshall
Camden

Harleen
Bahra

Randy
Brown

Katie Francis is excited to be taking part in her first
production with KDC Theatre, playing Céline. She
rediscovered her love of theatre after last dabbling
at university, where she studied History. Alongside
working as a journalist, Katie also has experience in
film and TV — and hopes that this will be the first of
many KDC stage performances.

This is Marshall’s first show with KDC Theatre. Previous
London credits include “Metamorphoses”, “Richard III”,
and “Shakespeare In Love” with Carlton Theatre Group,
and “How to Date a Feminist” with Cellar Door Theatre.

“The Misanthrope” marks Harleen’s first performance
since she officially begun her acting journey last year,
but her love for acting stems from her childhood
obsession with movie musicals. A sitcom lover at heart,
she is excited to make everyone laugh tonight! Harleen
is currently participating in an acting course in South
London.

Randy started his acting career in LA, where he appeared
in productions of “Bye-Bye Birdie”, “Little Shop of
Horrors”, “Picnic”, “God of Carnage”, “Deathtrap” and
many more.  Since arriving in London, he has been seen
recently in “Copenhagen”, “The Liar”, “These Shining
Lives”, and “The Crucible” (at South London Theatre) And
“Clue”, “Autobahn”, and “The Crucible” (with Sedos).  He
also co-runs Sedos’ improv comedy group, Simprov, and
hosts monthly improv jams at Shoreditch Balls.



8

Angelika
Michitsch

Matthew
Partridge

Angelika Michitsch is a set designer, builder and
director. Since 2018, she has worked on over 40
theatre productions and a number of short films. As
a director, she co-devised/choreographed and
directed her first play in 2022, “Passing the Spoon”,
followed by “A Dream Play” (August Strindberg/Carol
Churchill) in 2024. Other directing credits include
rehearsed readings of “The Letter” (2025) and “The
Railway King in 2023” – the latter also written by
Matthew Partridge (all at the Tower Theatre,
London).

This is her first production with KDC – an immensely
enjoyable collaboration that has brought together
a truly inspired and talented team of creatives and
actors, dedicated to engaging with the absurd and
breaking the mould in order to shoehorn this
wonderful play into the quirky space of Barons
Court Theatre.

Matthew is a financial journalist with MoneyWeek and
author of two books on investing. His plays include “The
Player Played”, “Tartuffe”, “The Washington Ladies”, “The
Game of Love and Chance”, “Miranda” and “The Railway
King”.

He has also appeared twice at the Edinburgh Fringe,
performing “horrible histories for adults” shows about
financial fraud, as well as enjoying photography.

CREATIVE TEAM:

Thanks to the KDC Theatre Committee for their support,
and to Leo and the whole team at Barons Court Theatre.
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