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Spring Season 2016 Audition Notice	

The Children’s Hour	

By Lillian Hellman	

Directed by Chris Davis	
        	

Tuesday 29th March to Saturday 2nd April	
The Rosemary Branch Theatre	

� 	

1. Auditions	

You do not need to prepare anything in advance. The play is set in a girl’s school, a minimum of 
4 actresses will be required to play younger teenager roles (aged between 12-14). There are 
also two female characters aged 40-50s and 50-60s. Auditions will take the form of 
improvisation games that explore your ability to play contrasting age groups, as well some fun 
games to see how you interact with others. There will also be cold readings using scenes from 
the script. There is only one male part up for grabs, but it’s important to see chemistry between 
the guys and girls too. The play is American, but this production will have a non-specific location 
so British accents are fine!	
 	
On the night you audition, you will be asked to fill in a preference form so that we have your 
contact details and know if there are any specific parts you'd like to audition for. Recalls will be 
scene readings.	



Audition Dates: Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th January. Please come 
on whichever day suits you 	

Time: 6.45pm	

Venue: Theatre Delicatessen, Theatre Delicatessen, 119 Farringdon Rd, London EC1R 3ER	

Recalls will be on Saturday 23rd January from 10am to 2pm. You will be called by Friday 22nd 
January if we'd like to see you again.	

2. Show Dates	

The show will be performed from Tuesday 29th March -Saturday 2nd April at The Rosemary 
Branch Theatre in Shoreditch. Each performance will start at 7.30pm and you’ll be called at 
least an hour beforehand to warm up.The dress rehearsals will be on Sunday 20th March all 
day and Monday 21st March. On Monday you will preferably be available from midday onwards 
but this is not essential.	

3. Rehearsals	

Rehearsals will be on Monday and Wednesday evenings and Sunday afternoons/evenings. 
All rehearsals will be in central London. A rehearsal schedule will be created as soon as 
possible, once the cast’s availability dates are all accounted for.	

4. About the Play	

The Children’s Hour is based on an actual incident in nineteenth century Scotland, in which a 
pupil accused her schoolteachers of being lesbians. In the play, a malicious teenager starts a 
rumour about the two women who run a school. It soon turns into a scandal, and as the girl 
comes to understand the power she wields, she sticks by her story, and precipitates tragedy for 
the women. The main themes of the play are gossip, repressed sexuality, and bullying. It’s got 
very evenly weighted and challenging roles for all the actors who are cast.	
 	
The play comprises three acts, and will have a non-specific date or location. This production will 
draw heavily on the dark and disturbing undertones of the play. Through rehearsals we will 
explore the psychological depth and motivation of the characters, and the dramatic contrasting 
tensions between all of them. Essentially, this production’s focus will be on the story and the 
acting and will be performed with very minimal set.	

5. Cast Breakdown	

9-11 actors (8-10 female, 1 male)	
 	
DR. JOSEPH CARDIN (20s/30s)	
Cardin, is a relaxed and amiable doctor and Karen Wright’s fiancé. He has a warm, easy-going 
nature, which is challenged when he is forced to defend the woman he loves, when everyone 
else believes she is a lesbian. The actor needs to have a strong presence and charm but able 
to show emotional cracks as the play progresses.	
 	



MARTHA DOBIE (20s/30s)	
Karen Wright’s friend and co-owner of their school, Martha is about the same age. She is 
described as “nervous” and “highly strung” and is less composed and self-assured than her 
friend. It quickly becomes obvious that she greatly depends on Karen’s emotional stability. Of all 
the characters, she suffers the most inner turmoil. However, the actress needs to demonstrate a 
great inner strength as well as seeming vulnerable.	
 	
KAREN WRIGHT (20s/30s)	
Karen Wright is Martha Dobie’s close friend and partner in the Wright-Dobie School. She is 
warm and outgoing, admired and respected by her students, for whom she has a genuine 
affection. She is also emotionally stable, at ease with herself and others. All of which is 
challenged when the malicious rumour spreads.	
 	
LILY MORTAR (40-50s)	
Lily is Martha Dobie’s aunt and teaches at the Wright-Dobie School. A self-centred woman, she 
lives in romanticized delusions of her past triumphs as an actress. She is also vain and very 
susceptible to flattery. The actress needs to seem older than the teachers.	
 	
MRS. AMELIA TILFORD (60’s)	
A wealthy widow, Mrs. Tilford is a dignified woman in her sixties and an influential supporter of 
the Wright-Dobie School, where her granddaughter, Mary, is enrolled. Although she is a fair and 
generous person, she lacks good judgment when it comes to matters concerning her 
granddaughter. She dotes on the child and is utterly blind to the girl’s vicious nature.	
 	
 	
MARY TILFORD (12-14)	
Mary is a problem child at the Wright- Dobie School. She appears “undistinguished,” but she is 
clever and used to having her own way. She attempts to manipulate everyone at the school, 
resorting to a variety of tricks, including flattery, feigned sickness, blackmail, physical 
intimidation and violence. Requires an actress who isn’t afraid to bring out the disturbing nature 
of the character.	
 	
ROSALIE WELLS (12-14)	
Rosalie is a student, who initially is not cowed by Mary Tilford who bullies all the other girls. 
However, Mary then discovers something about her. Mary uses this information to manipulate 
Rosalie, which becomes a major turning point in the play. The actress for this part will need to 
demonstrate deep fear and emotion while remaining very innocent.	
 	
Other girls in the school	
 	
The following girls’ characters will be doubled or merged. The final decision on how to cast this 
will be made in the auditions. The actresses will be required to demonstrate the physical 
embodiment of young teenagers. Imagine youthful innocence, well mannered and sweet 
natured behaviour. It’s also important to have the behaviour of someone susceptible to being 
bullied.	
 	
EVELYN MUNN (12-14)	
Evelyn is relatively quiet and timid. With Peggy Rogers, she overhears a conversation between 
Martha Dobie and Lily Mortar, which becomes the keystone in the malicious arch of lies that 
Mary Tilford constructs. Evelyn is a victim of Mary’s intimidation, which at the end of the first act, 
turns to physical abuse.	



 	
PEGGY ROGERS (12-14)	
Peggy is easily intimidated by Mary and is not very imaginative.  She is with Evelyn when they 
overhear the conversation between Martha Dobie and her aunt, and later becomes another 
victim of Mary’s bullying.	
 	
HELEN BURTON (12-14)	
One of the girls at Karen and Martha’s school, she plays a limited role. Helen is one of the first 
to be pulled out of the school when Mrs. Tilford begins spreading the fiction that Karen and 
Martha are lesbian lovers.	
 	
CATHERINE (12-14)	
Catherine appears only in the first scene, where she attempts to help Lois prepare for a Latin 
test. The Latin lesson contributes to the chaotic lack of discipline in Mortar’s classroom, 
revealing Lily’s incompetence as a teacher.	
 	
LOIS FISHER (12-14)	
Lois receives Lain tutoring from Catherine at the play’s opening, conjugating Latin in hectic 
counterpoint to Peggy Roger’s reading of Portia’s “quality of mercy ” speech from 
Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice.	


