
Spring Season 2015 Audition Notice 
The Arsonists 
By Max Frisch 

Translated by Alastair Beaton 
Directed by Andy Marchant 

Tuesday 7 – Saturday 11 July 2015 
The Lion and Unicorn Theatre 

 
 

 
 
1. Auditions 
You do not need to prepare anything in advance.  
 
The play takes place in an unnamed city in an unstated year. We will be looking 
to cast a) 5 actors for specifically named roles, and b) a “chorus” of around 6 
actors.  
 
Auditions will consist not only of script readings, but of mime, chorus work and 
some playing with sounds.  
 
There are no specific accents required, so that is not an issue. 
 
Of the 5 specific roles, 3 are male, 2 are female. The chorus is completely open. 
There is also a chorus leader who has quite a large role, and the chorus 
themselves have a lot to do. 
 
At the audition you will be asked to fill in a preference form so that we have your 
contact details and know if there are any specific parts you'd like to audition for. 
Callbacks will be scene readings. 



 
Date: 5th and 7th May. Please come on whichever day suits you 
Time: 7pm 
Venue: Clean Break Studios, 2 Patshull Road, Kentish Town, NW5 2LB. The 
nearest tube is Kentish Town 
 
Recalls will be on Saturday 9th May from 10am to 2pm. You will be called 
by Friday 8th May if we'd like to see you again. 
 
2. Show Dates 
We’ll be performing from Tuesday 7th to Saturday 11th July at The Lion and 
Unicorn Theatre in Kentish Town. The shows will start at 7.30pm and you’ll 
need to be at the theatre at least an hour beforehand. There will be a get in at the 
theatre on Sunday 5th and Monday 6th. You will need to be free from midday 
onwards on the Sunday, and preferably all day on the Monday. 
 
3. Rehearsals 
Rehearsals will be on Monday and Wednesday evenings and Sunday 
afternoons/evenings. All rehearsals will be in central London. 
 
  



4. About the Play 
The Arsonists is a moral play with no moral. It centres on Biedermann, a 
businessman who allows two strangers into his house and fires rage all over the 
city. They are undoubtedly sinister characters, but he continues to refuse to see 
the worst in them. A Greek chorus of firefighters comments on the action 
throughout. There is a lesson to be learned, but it’s up to the audience to decide if 
they acknowledge it. 
 
The play is made of 6 scenes, on a black stage devoid of detail. All props will be 
mimed, and the chorus will have to provide any sound effects live from the side 
of the stage.  
 
6. Cast Breakdown 
10+ actors – ages are irrelevant, but chemistry will be quite important. 
 
Biedermann  
The everyman. Any age. He is a business owner, and is outraged at the recent 
arson attacks, however he is a regular chap, susceptible to charm and unwilling 
to think the worst of people. 
 
Babette 
Biedermann’s wife, and in many ways his perfect match. Similar in good natured 
temperament, and just as easy to manipulate, she is just a bit more wise. Just a 
bit. 
 
Schmitz  
Any age. A former wrestler. A charmer, but undeniably an intimidating presence. 
 
Eisenring 
Schmitz’s smarter partner, also charming, with a hint of the utterly sociopathic. 
 
Anna   
Biedermann’s maid. Possibly the only smart person in the house, or at least, the 
only one able to see things for how they are when it comes to the visitors. 
 
The Chorus of Firefighters 
Led by a Chorus Leader (M/F) the Chorus will be made up of around 6 
performers. I would be looking for people with a strong physical, and vocal 
presence, who would be able to shape the world of the play through movement, 
sound effects and song. 


